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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the application filed on July 25, 2006. 

2. Claims 1-16 have been examined. 

Priority 

3. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

5. Claims 1-4, 6-10, 12-14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ji et al (US Patent 6,836,657 B2). 

As to claim 1 , Ji teaches a method for updating communication equipment (see 
Fig. 2, 122 ad associated text) in a communication system through a server (see Fig. 2, 
204 and associated text), which stores updated files used for updating the 
communication equipment (see col. 6 lines 26-30), comprising: 

backing up configuration data in the communication equipment to the server (see 
Fig.4, 406 and associated text, e.g. col.9 lines 38-43), 
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downloading the updated files to the communication equipment from the server, 
and loading the updated files to the communication equipment to implement the 
communication equipment update (see Fig.4, 410 and associated text, e.g. col. 9 lines 
31-34 and lines 47-51), 

recovering the configuration data backed up in the server to the communication 
equipment (see Fig.4, 436 and associated text, e.g. col. 10 lines 22-27). 

As to claim 2, Ji teaches the method according to claim 1 , wherein, the step of 
backing up the configuration data in the communication equipment to the server further 
comprises: the server monitoring the backup procedure of the configuration data and 
judging whether the configuration data are successfully backed up (see col.7 lines 35- 
42), if yes, executing the step of downloading the updated files to the communication 
equipment from the server and loading the updated files to the communication 
equipment to implement the communication update (see col. 9 lines 38-54) otherwise, 
instructing the communication equipment to execute the backup operation for the 
configuration data again (see col. 9 lines 55-64). 

As to claim 3, Ji teaches the method according to claim 2, wherein, the step of 
the server judging whether the configuration data are successfully backed up comprises 
one of the two following procedures: judging whether the backup operation exceeds a 
scheduled time (see col. 9 lines 55-64). 

As to claim 4, Ji teaches the method according to claim 2, before instructing the 
communication equipment to execute the backup operation for the configuration data 
again further comprising: notifying a user the current configuration data backup has 
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failed and asking the user whether to back up the data over again, after receiving the 
user's instruction to back up the data over again, executing the step of instructing the 
communication equipment to execute the backup operation again, otherwise, ending the 
current process (see col. 9 lines 55-67 and col. 10 lines 1-2). 

As to claim 6, Ji teaches the method according to claim 1 , wherein, the 
configuration data comprise one or more than one type among user data (see col. 8 
lines 1-2). 

As to claim 7, Ji teaches the method according to claim 1 , wherein, the step of 
downloading the updated files to the communication equipment from the server and 
loading the updated files to the communication equipment to implement the 
communication update further comprises: the server monitoring the update procedure of 
the communication equipment and judging whether the update is successful (see col.7 
lines 35-42), if yes, executing the step of recovering the configuration data backed up in 
the server to the communication equipment; otherwise, instructing the communication 
equipment to execute the update operation over again (see col. 12 lines 52-54). 

As to claim 8, Ji teaches the method according to claim 7, wherein, the step of 
the server judging whether the update is successful comprises one of the two following 
procedures: judging whether an update failure message is received from the 
communication equipment (see col. 10 lines 30-34). 

As to claim 9, Ji teaches the method according to claim 7, before instructing the 
communication equipment to execute the update operation again further comprising: 
notifying the user that the current update has failed and asking the user whether to 
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update the equipment over again; after receiving the user's instruction to update the 
equipment over again, executing the step of instructing the communication equipment to 
execute the update operation over again; otherwise, ending the current process (see 
col. 10 lines 30-34). 

As to claim 10, Ji teaches the method according to claim 7, further comprising: a 
step of storing an old software version in the communication equipment before 
executing the update operation (see col. 9 lines 40-43), and a step of instructing the 
communication equipment to recover the current software to the old version before 
instructing the communication equipment to execute the update operation over again 
(see col. 10 lines 22-27). 

As to claim 12, Ji teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein, the step of 
recovering the configuration data backed up in the server to the communication 
equipment further comprises: the server monitoring the recovery procedure of the 
configuration data, and judging whether the configuration data are successfully 
recovered (see col. 14 lines 59-67), if yes, ending the current process (see col. 18 lines 
9-16) otherwise, instructing the communication equipment to execute the recovery 
operation for the configuration data over again (see col. 17 lines 23-28). 

As to claim 13, Ji teaches the method according to claim 12, wherein, the step of 
the server judging whether the configuration data are successful recovered comprises 
one of the two following procedures: judging whether a recovery failure message is 
received from the communication equipment (see col. 18 lines 39-42). 
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As to claim 14, Ji teaches the method according to claim 12, before instructing 
the communication equipment to execute the recovery operation for the configuration 
data over again, further comprising notifying the user that the current configuration data 
recovery has failed and asking the user whether to recover the configuration data over 
again; after receiving the user's instruction to recover the configuration data over again, 
executing the step of instructing the communication equipment to execute the recovery 
operation over again; otherwise, ending the current process (see col. 18 lines 37-42). 

As to claim 16, Ji teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein, the step of 
recovering the configuration data backed up in the server to the communication 
equipment further comprises a step of modifying the format of the configuration data 
(see col. 10 lines 23-28). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 5, 1 1 and 1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ji et al (US Patent 6,836,657 B2) in view of Elwahab et al (US Patent Application 
Publication 2002/0023258 A1). 

As to claim 5, Ji teaches the limitations of claim 1 , but does not specifically teach 
wherein, the communication equipment is an Integrated Access Device (IAD) and the 
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server is a File Transfer Protocol/Trivial File Transfer Protocol (FTP/TFTP) server, and 
the step of backing up the configuration data in the communication equipment to the 
server further comprises: an IAD Management System (IADMS) sending a Simple 
Network Management Protocol (SNMP) backup configuration data command to the IAD; 
and the step of backing up the configuration data in the communication equipment to 
the server comprises: after receiving the SNMP backup configuration data command, 
the IAD transmitting the configuration data files to the specified FTP/TFTP server via the 
FTP/TFTP protocol. 

In an analogous art, however, Elwahab is cited to teach managing (i.e. 
upgrading/updating software) Integrated Access Devices (IADs) (see [0017]) that are in 
communication with a FTP/TFTP) server (see [0046]). Elwahab also teaches sending 
Simple Network Management Protocol (SNMP) commands to the IAD (see [0028] lines 
1-3 and transmitting data to the specified FTP/TFTP server via FTP/TFTP protocol (see 
[0033] lines 15-18). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have modified the method/system of Ji to include the 
limitations as taught by Elwahab in order to provide a generic methodology to manage a 
greater variety of services for efficient installation of needed network and service 
provider software upgrades, as suggested by Elwahab (see [0010]). 

As to claim 1 1 , Ji teaches the limitations of claim 1 , but does not specifically 
teach wherein, the communication equipment is the IAD, and the server is the 
FTP/TFTP server, and the step of downloading the updated files to the communication 
equipment from the server and loading the updated files to the communication 
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equipment to implement the communication update further comprises: the IADMS 
sending an SNMP update command which comprises the address information of the 
FTP/TFTP server and the name information of the updated files; and the step of 
downloading the updated files to the communication equipment from the server and 
loading the updated files to the communication equipment comprises: after receiving the 
SNMP update command, the IAD downloading the updated files corresponding to the 
updated files name from the specified FTP/TFTP server via the FTP/TFTP protocol, and 
then loading the updated files. 

In an analogous art, however, Elwahab is cited to teach managing (i.e. 
upgrading/updating software) Integrated Access Devices (IADs) (see [0017]) that are in 
communication with a FTP/TFTP) server (see [0046]). Elwahab also teaches sending 
Simple Network Management Protocol (SNMP) commands to the IAD (see [0028] lines 
1-3 and transmitting data to the specified FTP/TFTP server via FTP/TFTP protocol (see 
[0033] lines 15-18). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have modified the method/system of Ji to include the 
limitations as taught by Elwahab in order to provide a generic methodology to manage a 
greater variety of services for efficient installation of needed network and service 
provider software upgrades, as suggested by Elwahab (see [0010]). 

As to claim 15, Ji teaches the limitations of claim 1 , but does not specifically 
teach wherein, the communication equipment is the IAD, and the server is the 
FTP/TFTP server, and the step of recovering the configuration data backed up in the 
server to the communication equipment further comprises: the IADMS sending an 
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SNMP recovery configuration data command which comprises the address information 
of the FTP/TFTP server and the name information of the configuration data files; and 
the step of recovering the configuration data backed up in the server to the 
communication equipment comprises: after receiving the SNMP recovery configuration 
data command, the IAD downloading the configuration data files corresponding to the 
configuration data files name from the specified FTP/TFTP server via the FTP/TFTP 
protocol, and then loading the configuration data files. 

In an analogous art, however, Elwahab is cited to teach managing {i.e. 
upgrading/updating software) Integrated Access Devices (IADs) (see [0017]) that are in 
communication with a FTP/TFTP) server (see [0046]). Elwahab also teaches sending 
Simple Network Management Protocol (SNMP) commands to the IAD (see [0028] lines 
1-3 and transmitting data to the specified FTP/TFTP server via FTP/TFTP protocol (see 
[0033] lines 15-18). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have modified the method/system of Ji to include the 
limitations as taught by Elwahab in order to provide a generic methodology to manage a 
greater variety of services for efficient installation of needed network and service 
provider software upgrades, as suggested by Elwahab (see [0010]). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHENECA SMITH whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1651 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Dam can be reached on (571)272-3695. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/CHENECA SMITH/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2192 
9/23/2010 



/Tuan Q. Dam/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2192 



